MIN UTES 


OF  THE 

ELEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY 


OF  THE 


SEPTEMBER  11,  12  AN D 13,  18G9. 


• SOBESAf  OB, 

HEY.  II.  K.  CRAIG,  - --  --  --  --  --  Waynesburg,  Pa, 

SECRETARY, 

J.  JACKSON  PURMAN, Waynesburg,  Pa. 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY, 

J.  C.  SMITH, Tea  Mile,  Washington  Co.,  Pa 


WAYNESBURG,  PA 

PRIKTED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  IHF  EXPOSITORY. 

1869 


LIST  OF  MINISTEHS, 

With  their  Positions  nnd  Pont  Ol&ee  Addre^it. 

-OCO- 


Names. 

Position. 

l'ost  Office. 

r.  DOWNEY, 

WlTHOBT  ChAKGK. 

Carmichaels  , Pa. 

S.  KENDALL, 

Pastor, 

Jefferson, 

C.  TILTON, 

Pastor, 

Jefferson, 

L SAMMONS, 

Pastor, 

New  Freepert,  “ 

MORGAN  TILTON, 

Pastor, 

Rogersville,  “ 

11.  K.  CRAIG, 

Pastor, 

Waynesburc,  “ 

J.  WEST, 

Pastor, 

New  Freeport,  “ 

W.  B.  SKINNER. 

Pastor, 

Brownsville,  “ 

B.  F.  BUR  WELL, 

Pastor, 

Dunknrd  p.  o.  “ 

J.  L.  YODERS, 

Licentiate, 

Oak  Forest,  “ 

A.  IIOLBERT, 

Pastor, 

Cameron,  W.  Ya. 

JOB  ROSSELL, 

Pastor, 

Rocklick,  W.  Va. 

LIST  OF  CHURCHES  AND 

CLERKS, 

With 

their  Post  Office  Address. 

Churches. 

Clerks. 

Po  it  Office. 

MOUNT  IIERMON, 

James  Hughes, 

Amity.  Pa 

PIGEON  CREEK, 

S.  F.  Nichols, 

Hillsboro, 

JEFFERSON, 

Stephen  Cravne, 

Jefferson, 

SOUTH  TEN  MILE, 

Edmond  Smith, 

Harveys’ 

PURSLEY. 

Resin  White, 

New  Freeport," 

SOUTH  WHEELING, 

Daniel  Goodwin, 

AVindridge,  " 

BETHLEHEM, 

S.  B.  Wise, 

Jefferson, 

ENON, 

J.  Jones, 

West  Finley,  “ 

BEULAH, 

Michael  Rush,- 

Days’  Store,  “ 

FISH  CREEK, 

Harvey  Hamilton, 

New  Freeport," 

EAST  BETHLEHEM, 

Thos.  Hawkins, 

Zollarsville,  " 

WAYNESBURG, 

J.  Jackson  Purman 

, Waynesburg,  “ 

BATES’  FORK, 

Thos.  W.  Taylor, 

Waynesburg,  “ 

SPRINGHILL  VALLEY, 

H.  Reyner. 

New  Freeport," 

GOSHEN, 

Jas.  Shafer, 

Whitely, 

NORTH  TEN  MILE, 

J.  M.  Gray, 

Ten  Mile,  " 

BETHEL, 

L.  H.  M’Clelland, 

Spraggs, 

PINE  GROVE, 

1 »ORK  RIDGE, 

Jas.  Tilton, 

Thos.  Allen, 

Cameron,  W.  Va 

BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION. 


MINUTED. 
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Bates'  Fsrk,  September  11,  1859; 

1.  The  eleventh  anniversary  of  the  Ten  Mile  Association,  convened  pur- 
suant to  appointment  with  the  Bates’  Fork  Baptist  Church,  Greene  Co.  Pa., 
at  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 

2.  The  annual  sermon,  in  the  absence  of  Rev.  A.  J.  Collins,  was  preached 
by  Rev.  H.  K.  Craig,  from  Matt.  23  : 8,  “To  what  purpose  is  this  waste?” 

3.  The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  former  moderator,  Rev.  IT.  K. 
Craig. 

4.  Prayer  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Woodburn. 

5.  The  letter  of  the  Bates’  Fork  Church  was  called  for  and  read,  in  which 
a cordial  greeting  and  hearty  welcome  was  extended  to  the  Association. 

6.  The  pastor  and  deacons  of  the  Bates’  Fork  Church  in  connection  with 
deacons  A.  A.  Purmau  and  Jonas  Axtell,  were  appointed  a committee  on 
devotional  exercises. 

7.  In  the  absence  ot  the  devotional  committee,  the  reading  of  the  letters 
from  the  churches  was  completed,  from  which  the  table  of  statistics  is  formed. 

8.  The  Association  was  then  organized  by  the  re-.election  of  Rev.  FI.  K. 
Craig  moderator,  and  Rev.  M.  Tilton,  Treasurer,  and  the  election  of  J. 
Jackson  Purman,  Secretary,  and  J.  C.  Smith,  Asst.  Secretary. 

9.  Ministers  and  other  brethren  not  delegates  were  invited  to  a seat  with 
us,  and  to  take  part  in  our  deliberations.  The  invii  ation  was  accepted  bv 
the  following  brethren : 

Missionary  Union. — Eugenio  Kincaid. 

Monongahela  Association.— Rev.  B.  F.  Woodburn  and  Rev.  W.  B 
Critchfield. 

Wheeling  Association. — Deacon  McCleary. 

In  reference  to  the  reception  of  Deacon  W.  McCleary,  Rev.  J.  Rossel, 
Joseph  Tilton,  and  Rev.  J.  L.  Yoders  were  appointed  a committee,  who  re- 
ported the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  while  we  disapprove  of  some  things  in  the  organization 
of  the  Wheeling  Association,  yet  we  cordially  encourage  fraternal  intercourse, 
and  receive  their  delegate  to  a seat  in  our  Association. 

10  The  following  committees  were  then  appointed. 

Committee  on  Business. — Revs.  S.  Kendall,  M.  Tilton,  and  Deacon  J. 
Dague. 

Committee  on  Resolutions. — Deacon  A.  A.  Purman  and  Revs.  W.  F. 
Burwell,  G.  Tilton,  J.  Rossel,  W.  B.  Skiimex. 
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Committee  on  Obituaries. — Rev.  Francis  Downey,  and  Deacons  M 
Rush  and  Solomon  Wise. 

11.  The  devotional  committee  reported  as  follows,  through  the  chairman 
Rev.  J.  Rossel : 

Saturday  night,  Rev.  W.  B.  Critchfield  at  Bates’  Fork ; Rev.  B F.  Wood- 
burn,  at  Waynesburg;  Rev.  W.  B.  Skinner  at  Zion;  Rev.  B.  F.  Burwell  at 
Hopewell ; Rev.  C.  Tilton  at  Patterson’s  School  House ; Rev.  M.  Tilton  at 
Simpson’s  Church.  Sabbath  morning,  Rev.  B.  F.  Woodburn  and  Dr.  E. 
Kincaid  at  the  stand  ; Rev.  W.  B.  Critchfield,  at  C.  P.  Church,  Waynesburg, 
Pa.  Sabbath  night,  Rev.  S.  Kendall,  at  Bates'  Fork;  Rev.  C.  Tilton,  at 
Hopewell;  Rev.  B.  F.  Woodburn,  at  Simpson’s;  Rev.  W.  B.  Critchfield,  at 
Zion;  Rev.  J.  L.  Yoders  and  A.  F.  Sharpncck,  at  Patterson's  School  House; 
Dr.  E.  Kincaid,  at  Waynesburg  in  afternoon.  Monday  morning  at  the  stand, 
Rev.  Francis  Downey. 

These  appointments  were  all  filled,  and  also  preaching  by  Rev.  W.  B. 
Skinner  at  Bates’  Fork,  and  by  Dr.  E.  Kincaid,  at  Waynesburg. 

12.  Adjourned  till  9 o’clock,  a.  m.,  Monday.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Critchfield. 


Monday,  9 o’clock,  a.  m. 

13.  Opened  with  singing.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Yoders.  Roll  of  delegates 
called — all  churches  represented  except  Pine  Grove  and  Pleasant  Grove; 
absentees  stricken  from  the  list. 

14.  Business  committee  reported  and  their  report  adopted  as  the  order  of 
business. 

15.  Circular  letter  read  by  its  author,  Deacon  A.  A.  Purman,  and  refer- 
red to  the  business  committee,  who  reccomm  ended  it  to  be  printed  with  the 
minutes.  Report  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas,  The  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  a beverage,  prevails  to  an 
alarming  extent,  begetting  all  manner  of  diso  der  and  crime;  producing  pov- 
erty. pestilence,  wretchedness  and  ruin,  and  subjecting  cur  children  to  the 
most  baneful  influences,  and 

Whereas,  said  use  of  intoxicating  beverage  is  probably  the  greatest  ob- 
stacle of  the  age  to  the  spread  and  triumph  of  gospel  truth,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  pastors  and  delegates  here  present,  representing  the 
churches  of  the  Ten  Mile  Baptist  Association,  desire  .to  express  our  sol- 
emn conviction  that  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  as  a beverage, 
is  a sin  against  God  and  an  atrocious  crime  against  our  common  humanity. 

Resolved , That  as  the  only  sure  preventive  from  contracting  habits  of 
intemperance  consists  in  total  abstinence, we  recommend  every  Christian  man 
and  woman,  both  by  example  and  precept,  to  zealously  and  earnestly  instil 
this  principle  into  the  rising  generation. 

Resmved,  That  in  view  of  the  many  emphatic  declarations  of  Scripture 
against  the  enormous  vice  of  drunkenness,' the  ministers  of  this  Association 
be  instructed  to  preach  at  least  two  sermons  during  each  year,  on  the  subject 
of  temperance,  to  each  of  their  Sabbath  congregations. 

Eosolvsdf  That  sabbath  school  superintendents,  sabbath  school  teachers 
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and  parents  should  take  special  care  to  inculcate  the  doctrine  of  sobriety  and 
total  abstinence  into  the  minds  of  the  youth  in  their  charge. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  regard  the  intoxicating  use  of  tobacco  and 
opium  in  all  their  forms  as  a great  evil. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  care  and  management  of  the  school  at 
Jefferson  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Jas.  W.  Rinehart,  and  his  associate  teach- 
ers, and  that  we  recommend  the  same  to  our  friends  and  the  public  as  every 
way  worthy  of  their  patronage,  and  earnestly  request  the  ministers  and  all 
others  to  give  the  school  their  undivided  support. 

Resol  veil.  That  A.  A.  Purman,  the  permanent  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  education  be  requested  to  appoint,  -as  heretofore,  the  usual  number  of 
assistants  for  the  ensuing  year, 

Whereupon  A.  A.  Purman,  chairman,  appointed  the  following  committee: 
Hon.  Jonathan  Garrard,  James  C.  Hawkins,  S.  B.  Wise,  T.  W.  Taylor,  John 
Hunt,  Mathias  Rush,  Edmond  Smith,  John  Smith,  Ezekiel  Braden,  James 
Smith. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  thanks  to  Bro.  C.  Tilton,  in  view  of 
his  long  and  faithful  services  as  Clerk  of  this  Association. 

Resolved , That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Moderator,  Rev.  H.  K.  Craig, 
for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  with  which  lie  has  presided  over  our 
deliberations. 

Resolved,  That  a doctrinal  sermon  be  preached  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
the  Association. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Bates’  Fork  Church  and  the 
entire  community  for  the  hospitable  manner  in  which  they  have  entertained 
the  Association. 

17.  The  committee  on  obituaries  reported  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  decease  of  those  aged  brethren,  deacons 
Francis  Baldwin  and  Robert  McCormack,  and  brother  Absalom  Hedge,  we 
truly  sympathise  with  their  widows  and  tereaved  friends,  commending  them 
to  the  Lord’s  care,  trusting  they  may  follow  the  departed  as  they  have  fol- 
lowed Christ. 

18.  The  permanent  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education,  A.  A.  Pur- 
man, reported  as  follows : 

The  committee  on  education  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

1,  That  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  association  vigorous  efforts  have 
been  made  to  erect  the  comtemplated  college  at  Jefferson,  and  to  open  the 
school. 

2,  That  it  is  confidently  believed  that  $10,000  have  been  received  as  a do- 
nation in  an  available  manner  to  erect  the  e.lifiie.  The  edifice,  ground  &c., 
to  cost  $12,000,  two  thousand  of  which  the  friends  of  the  college  will  be  re- 
quired to  raise  in  five  years,  in  annual  installments. 

3,  That  the  school  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  last,  under  the  care 
and  direction  of  Prof.  James  W.  Rinehart,  for  the  Summer  Session  of  five 
months  which  will  close  on  Friday,  Sept.  25,  1S69. 

4,  The  school  opened  with  13  males  and  12  females  in  the  advanced  de- 
partment, to  which  7 males  and  9 females  have  since  been  added.  That  the 
preparatory  department  under  the  care  of  Miss  Maria  Lindsey  has  30  pu- 
pils. The  musical  department  is  under  the  care  of  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Widney, 
has  12  scholars. 

5,  That  the.  exercises  of  each  day  are  opened  with  reading  of  scriptures;, 
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singing  and  prayer — these  exercises  have  been  chiefly  conducted  by  Rev.  C. 
Tilton. 

6,  The  Second  Session  will  open  on  the  25th  day  of  October  next,  under 
the  care  of  Prof.  James  W.  Rinehart. 

7,  It  is  expected  to  put  the  building  under  contract  during  this  fall. 

A.  A.  Purman,  Chairman. 

19.  Committee  on  history  of  Bates' Fork  Church,  reported  through  their 
chairman,  Rev.  J.  Rossel.  Report  adopted,  and  the  history  of  the  church 
will  appear  in  another  portion  of  the  minutes. 

20.  On  motion,  a synopsis  of  the  history  of  the  Bethlehem  church  be 
prepared  by  the  pastor  and  deacons  of  that  church,  to  be  read  at  the  next  an- 
nual meeting  of  this  Association. 

21.  On  motion,  any  member  of  this  Association  meeting  with  any  other 
Association  with  which  we  have  correspondence,  be  authorized  to  act  .as  a 
delegate. 

22.  On  motion,  that  this  Association  recommends  that  the  churches  com- 
posing the  same,  sustain  brother  A.  F.  Sharpnack  while  attending  the  Col- 
lege at  Jefferson,  during  the  coming  winter. 

23.  On  motion,  the  Moderator,  Secretary  and  Rev.  C.  Tilton,  were  author- 
ized to  prepare  the  minutes  for  publication,  have  them  published,  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  churches. 

24.  On  motion,  That  this  Association  hold  its  next  annual  meeting  with 
the  Fork  Ridge  church,  Marshall  Co.,  W.  Va.,  on  Saturday  preceding  the 
second  Sabbath  in  September,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

25.  Annual  sermon  by  Rev.  S.  Kendall,  Rev.  B.  F.  Bunvell,  alternate. 
T.  B.  Johns  to  write  circular  letter;  Rev.  C.  Tilton,  alternate  ; Rev.  B.  F. 
Bunvell  to  preach  doctrinal  sermon,  Rev.  C.  Tilton,  alternate. 

23.  The  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  the  Doxologv,  "Praise  God 
from  whom  all  blessings  flow,”  was  sung,  and  the  Association  closed  with 
prayer  by  R.ev.  Francis  Downey. 

H.  K.  CRAIG,  Moderator. 

J.  Jackson  Purman,  Secretary. 

J.  C.  Smith,  Asst.  Secretary. 
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Mt.HermoN — Nothing  encouraging  to  write,  being  without  a Pastor  have 
but  little  preaching,  when  they  have  church  or  Prayer  meetings  but  few  at- 
tend; ask  the  prayers  of  the  Association. 

Pigeon  Creek — They  have  had  no  particular  change  since  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Association,  are  united,  and  remain  unchanged  in  Doctrine;  enjoy 
the  labors  of  \V.  B.  Skinner  every  Sabbath;  held  a Protracted  meeting  last 
winter  which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  nine  hopeful  converts,  have  a 
flourishing  Sabbath  School;  have  lost  two  Members  by  death. 

South  Ten  Mile — Nothing  very  encouraging  to  report  but  still  have  rea- 
son to  take  courage,  thank  God,  and  go  forward,  had  a meeting  last  win- 
ter; our  Pastor  S.  Kendall  was  assisted  by  C.  Tilton  which  resulted  in  six 
additions  to  the  church.  Rev.  Kendall  having  resigned  his  Pastoral  labors 
they  have  called  Rev.  M.  Tilton  to  take  the  pastoral  care  of  the  church;  the 
congregations  are  moderately  attended  they  listen  with  attention  to  word 
preached, have  organized  a branch  at  Johnston's  Schoolhouse;  a goodly  mem- 
ber added  as  the  result  of  a meeting  of  days  held  by  M.  Tilton  m said  school 
house. 

Jefferson — Are  without  a Pastor,  our  esteemed  Bro.  A.  J.  Collins  left 
them  last  spring,  since  which  time  they  have  had  but  occasional  preaching, 
are  at  peace  among  themselves  but  fear  that  peace  partakes  too  much  of  tli9 
nature  of  that  ease  against  which  there  is  a woe  pronounced. 

Pcrsely — Preaching  by  S.  Kendall  twice  a month,  congregations  are  large 
and  attentive  to  the  word,  have  a very  flourishing  Sabbath  School;  things  in 
the  church  are  not  as  they  should  be  but  we  trust  better  days  are  at  hand 
when  Zion  will  travail  and  sinners  be  converted. 

South  AVheeling — Bro.  Rossell  resigned  his  Pastoral  labors  with  them 
last  spring ; they  called  Bro.  L.  Sammons  who  preaches  for  us  half  the  time, 
during  the  labors  of  church  and  pastor  through  the  winter  season  six  were  ad- 
ded to  the  church,  have  two  Sabbath  Schools  on  the  union  plan  both  attended 
with  interest — congregations  pretty  good. 

Bethlehem — still  enjoy  the  labors  of  Rev. PI.  K.  Craig  twice  a month, held  a 
meeting  of  days  last  November,  C.  Tilton  assisted  our  pastor  a few  days.  The 
result,  church  much  revived  and  nine  precious  souls  added  to  the  church;  dur- 
ing the  winter  C.  Tilton  held  a meeting  at  the  old  Baptist  Church  on  Ruff’s 
Creek — which  resulted  in  an  addition  of  fourteen  to  our  church — their  congre- 
gations are  tolerable  good — they  have  purchased  an  organ  and  papered  the 
■walls  of  thG  church  house  at  a cost  of  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars;  they  sue- 
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pended  quite  a number  in  revising  the  church  book  whi-ch  will  account  for  the 
change  in  the  number  reported. 

Enon — Still  have  the  labors  of  Bro.  M.  Tilton  as  their  Pastor  in  whom  they 
are  all  united — congregations  large  and  attentive;  pastor  held  a meeting  in 
January,  was  greatly  revived,  several  professed  faith  in  Christ,  were  baptised 
and  added  to  the  Church. 

Beulah,  they  have  regular  meetings  every  Sabbath  either  preaching  or  for 
prayer;  some  seldom  seen  at  sabbath  school,  some  attend  regularly  ; they  re- 
joice that  they  have  obtained  a pastor,  Bro.  W.  F.  BurWell  commenced  his 
labors  with  them  on  the  second  Sabbath  in  July — hope  he  will  prove  to  be  a 
faithful  minister  of  Christ.  They  have  finished  repairing  their  meeting  house ; 
have  now  a neat  and  comfortable  house  of  worship ; congregation  large;  sab- 
bath school  flourishing. 

Fish  Creek — At  peace  among  themselves;  during  the  year  a few  have  been 
baptised.  Bro.  James  Miller  preached  for  them  a few  days  in  August;  his 
visit  proved  a great  blessing ; the  church  was  revived,  several  added  to  the 
church,  and  made  a deep  impression  on  the  entire  community.  Bro.  L.  Sam- 
mons is  still  their  pastor. 

East  Bethlehem — Express  their  gratitude  to  God  for  his  care  over  them 
through  the  past  year ; suppose  their  prosperity  would  be  greater  if  they  had 
served  God  as  faithful  as  they  served  mammon.  Bro.  Collins  having  left  them, 
they  called  Bro.  S.  Kendall  who  preaches  for  them  half  the  time ; congregations 
good  and  attentive. 

Waynesburo — Have  made  some  advances  during  the  past  year;  lament 
their  want  of  love  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  Pastor  held  a meeting 
during  the  past  winter  resulting  in  conversion  an.l  baptism  of  several  persons. 
II  iers  Mite  Society  is  still  in  existence ; has  done  and  is  still  doing  a good  work. 
Also  a juvenile  society. 

Bates’  Fork— Not  without  their  trouble — some  having  forsaken  the  as- 
sembling of  themselves  together;  they  enjoy  the  labors  of  Rev.  J.  Rossell  as 
their  Pastor;  have  two  Sabbath  Schools.  They  welcome  the  Association  to 
their  church  and  homes. 

Springhill  Valley— Have  had  a few  mercy  drops  during  the  past  year; 
had  two  meetings  during  the  past  winter;  several  were  added  to  the  church; 
secured  the  labors  of  Bro.  Absalom  Holbert  as  their  Pastor. 

Fork  Ridge — Enjoy  peace  and  a degree  of  prosperity;  held  a meeting  last 
fall,  assisted  part  of  the  time  by  M.  Tilton.  Some  were  added  to  the  church; 
have  an  interesting  sabbath  school — prayer  meetings  also  maintained. 

Goshen — Are  at  peace  among  ourselves;  feel  that  we  are  at  too  much 
ease  in  Zion  ; have  built  a very  comfortable  brick  meeting  bouse — dedicated 
3d  sabbath  of  last  April ; hope  for  better  days  ; preaching  by  C.  Tilton,  pastor. 

North  Ten  Mile — The  year  has  been  pregnant  with  blessings  with  us  as 
a church;  enjoy  the  labors  of  Bro.  C.  Tilton  as  pastor;  held  a meeting  last 
winter.  Pastor  was  assisted  by  Bro.  Skinner  for  a few’  days  ; church  revived 
during  the  meeting ; several  professed  conversion  and  were  baptised 
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Bethel — Still  feel  the  want  of  a regular  house  to  worship  in ; held  a 
meeting  last  March ; two  were  added  to  the  church.  M.  Tilton  did  the 
preaching;  called  Bro  J.  L.  Yoders  as  pastor;  hope  his  labors  will  be  blessed 
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€IR€ULAS  LETTEB. 

BY  A.  A.  PURMAN. 


SUBJECT — THE  KINGDOM  OF  CHRIST— THE  PLAN  ©F  SALVATION — RIGHTS  AND- 
DUTIES  OF  REGENEP.ATE  SOTJLS — THE  MINISTRY  AND  THE  CHURCH. 

Brethren  Doubtless  we  all  agree  that  it  is  the  highest  duty  of  every 
Christian  to  labor  assiduously  to  advance  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  to  add 
to  the  declarative  glory  of  God. 

And  it  seems  to  us  that,  in  order  to  labor  properly  in  this  great  work,  we 
must  have  a correct  undestanding  of  the  plan  of  salvation,  as  revealed  in  the 
Bible — of  the  rights  and  duties  to  each  other  and  to  the  church,  of  each  re- 
generated soul,  as  well  as  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  Pastors  to  each  other, 
to  the  church  and  of  the  church  to  them. 

First.  As  to  the  plan  of  salvation.  The  idea  of  salvation  presupposes  that 
we  were  once  the  owners  or  possessors  of  happiness,  that  we  lost  it,  and  that 
we  of  ourselves  have  no  power  to  regain  it,  and  that  some  one  volunteered  to 
redeem  us.  The  scriptures  reveal  to  us  that,  man  was  created  in  holiness, 
but  by  voluntary  transgression  fell  Irom  that  holy  state,  and  therefore  he  is 
a sinner  by  nature  and  by  choice,  and  that  as  he  voluntarily  rebelled  against 
the  wise,  holy,  just  and  good  law  of  the  garden  of  Eden  and  the  presence  of  a 
loving  God  , his  condemnation  is  just,  and  he  must  voluntarily  return'  to  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  if  he  ever  enters  therein. 

But  this  voluntary  return  of  sinners  is  wboly  of  grace  through  the  medi 
atorial  offices  of  the  son  of  God  who,  according  to  the  purposes  of  the  Father, 
freely  took  upon  himself  the  nature  of  man  without  sin,  and  by  His  personal 
obedience  honored  the  divine  law,  and  by  His  death  made  a full  attonement 
for  our  sins.  Therefore  every  one  may  return  to  God  and  have  Salva- 
tion, who  will  come  to  him  by  a penitent  and  obedient  faith  in  our  Lord 
Jeses  Christ,  as  he  has  risen  from  the  dead  and  ever  lives  to  make  intercession 
for  all  who  will  come  to  God  through  faith,  for  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  ut- 
termost every  one  that  comes  unto  God  bv  him. 

And  every  one  that  is  saved  must  be  born  again,  regenerated,  receive  a 
holy  dispositon  of  mind  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  they  must 
receive  the  divine  truth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  son  of  the  living  God. 
This  is  plainly  taught  in  the  holy  scriptures.  And  while  this  birth  is  effect- 
ed by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  in  connection  with  the  word  ot  divine  truth, 
in  a manner  above  our  comprehension,  yet  we  have  the  evidence  of  the 
change  of  heart  which  is  manifested  in  every  one  by  a voluntary  obedi- 
ence to  the  requirements  of  the  gospel  in  the  fruits  of  repentance  and  faith, 
in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  in  goodness,  and  in  righteousness,  truth  and 
charity.  Hence  it  is  clear  from  the  new  covenant,  that  whenever  the  re- 
generating power  of  God  has  wrought  in  the  soul  repentance  and  faith,  the 
conviction  of  sin,  danger  and  helplessness  will  ever  be  present,  keeping  us 
dependent  upon  Christ  for  salvation,  and  ever  supplicating  for  the  mercy  and 
v favor  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  only  wise  and  sufficient  Saviour. 
And  this  doctrine  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  "idea  that  our  faith  and  repen- 
tance and  the  grace  ofGod,  are  accordingto  his  eternal  purposes,  in  which,  he 
so  graciously  regenerates  sanctifies  ancl  saves  us  as  sinners,  if  we  will  con- 
fess with  our  months  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  believe  in  our  hearts  that  God 
hath  rsifsd  him  from  the  dead. 
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And  however  great  sinners  we  may  be,  so  much  the  more,  is  God’s  won- 
derful display  of  Sovereign  goodness,  His  iniinate,  free,  and  unchangeable 
love  manifested  to  us  in  our  redemption  and  preservation. 

Having  passed  from  death  unto  life,  the  grace  of  God  promotes  iu  us  hu- 
mility, love  prayer,  praise  and  trust  in  God. 

How  encouraging  the  thought  to  sinful  men,  that  if  they  will  use  all  the 
means  placed  in  their  power,  that  if  they  will  trust  in  the  promises  of  God, 
they  shall  have  salvation,  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  Gospel  ! 

The  word  of  God  is  both  sure  and  steadfast.  Yes,  brethren,  if  we  give 
diligence  to  those  things  which  God  has  promised  us  in  his  word,  he  will  ac- 
cording to  his  own  purposes  and  grace  which  he  has  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus, 
sanctify  us  and  make  us  partakers  of  his  holiness  which  he  began  in  regenera- 
tion and  carries  on  in  our  hearts  by  the  presence  aud  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  It  is  written,  and  it  is  true,  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to 
those  who  are  called  according  to  his  purposes,  and  love  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

And  God  the  Father  in  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  assures  us,  that  we  are  safe  in 
him,  so  that  neither  hight  nor  depth,  nor  present  things,  nor  things  to  come, 
shall  separate  us  from  the  Lord. 

Second.  As  to  the  rigts  and  duties  of  each  regenerated  person.  It  is  the 
right  of  each  regenerated  person  to  have  the  ordinances  of  God's  house  ad- 
ministered to  him  by  some  of  those  professing  faith  in  Christ,  and  love  to 
God. 

As  to  the  administrator,  for  the  sake  of  good  order  and  convenience,  and  to 
prevent  the  delay  which  would  be  occasioned  by  one  waiting  for  another  to 
come  forward  to  discharge  the  duty,  it  is  expedient  and  eminently  proper  for 
the  church  to  set  apart  certain  persons  to  perform  those  duties.  And  the 
Scriptures  furnish  us  with  precedents  for  the  practice.  But  in  divine  right 
and  authority,  ali  are  equal  and  qualified  who  have  believed  and  obeyed. 
And  none  can  escape  the  obligation  to  perform  every  office  in  that  great  com- 
mission given  by  Christ  to  his  Apostles  to  disciple  all  nations  to  the  extent  of 
his  ability  and  means,  the  necessity  of  the  occasion  and  the  demands  of  tho 
situation,  without  being  guilty  of  disobedience  to  the  commands  of  his  Heav- 
enly Father,  and  the  voluntary  transgression  of  the  revealed  will  of  God. 

And  such  regenerated  persons  as  have  obeyed,  have  a right  to  a home  in 
the  Church  of  Christ,  with  the  correlative  duty  to  live  a life  of  labor,  pa- 
tience, prayer  and  devotion  in  the  interest  of  the  church  of  their  chosen, 
master.  And  also  a life  of  watchful  care  over  the  lives  of  the  brethren,  ever 
admonishing  them  by  words  and  deeds  in  love  to  eschew  evil,  and  cleave  to 
all  good  and  holiness  of  life.  Each  member  of  Christ’s  church  is  placed  as  a 
beacon  light  to  the  world  to  lead  sinners  to  repentance,  and  as  a watchman 
on  the  walls  of  zion  and  especial  keeper  of  his  brother.  It  is  his  duty  when  a 
brother  is  taken  in  a fault  to  admonish  him  to  sin  no  more. 

The  covenant  relacion  of  each  member  when  they  enter  the  church,  is  to 

Eray  for  the  extention  of  Christ’s  Kingdom,  to  make  its  extension  the  great 
usiness  of  his  life,  as  well  as  to  support  the  ministry,  and  each  other  in 
all  things  spiritual  and  temporal  under  right  and  proper  circumstances.  All 
such,  when  they  come  to  Christ  with  the  earnest  outpourings  of  a deeply  af- 
fected spirit,  will  receive  those  rich  gifts  which  he  has  in  store  for  every  one 
that  abides  in  him.  It  is  sweet  to  the  believer  in  Christ  to  know,  that  he 
will  hear  his  prayers,  if  he  will  not  regard  iniquity  in  his  heart.  And  that  to 
all  who  ask  it  shall  be  given,  and  all  who  seek  shall  find,  and  unto  those  who 
knock  it  shall  be  opened. 

Third.  The  ministry.  How  shall  we  speak  of  it?  So  high  and  so  holy  an 
undertaking ! Happy  are  we  however  that  our  Saviour  has  given  us  an  ex- 
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ample  of  the  preparatiojp  for  the  duties,  and  the  life  to  lead  in  the  discharge 
of  the  calling. 

Our  Savior  was  conducted  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the  wil- 
derness, where  in  a state  of  seclusion  from  the  world,  he  spent,  forty  davs  in 
fasting  and  commumop  .with  God, preparing  for  the  great  work  of  the  ministry 
he  was  about  to  undertake.  lie  therefore  spent  days  in  communion  with  God 
in  the  preparation  of  his  heart  and  mind,  tlmt  we  might  learn  that  to  tit  one 
to  be  exclusively  a teaser,  his  spirit  and  his  mind  should  be  led  away  from 
the  world  and  given  up  wholly  to  communion  with  God,  in  order  to  testify 
for  Christ  with  power  in  doctrine  and  example.  Thus  prepared,  they  are  able 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  repel  eveiy  assault  and  temptation  of  the 
evil  one  with  holy  indignation,  and  especially  the  tempter’s  offer  of  the  king- 
doms of  this.jvdfdd.  If.he  is  a true  servant  of  God,  the  Savior  furnishes  him 
^th  these  words  as  assure  defence : “Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God, 
md  him  only  shalt  tlttfu  serve.”  Thus  thoroughly  furnished  with  every  good 
word  and  work,  he  may  enter  upon  the  glorious  work  as  the  servant  ol  Christ 
preaching  redeinptiorw^4®J3nners. 

In  this  work  the  goijj^Bcognizes  in  him  but  one  character,  that  of  pastor 
of  the  church  of  ChrisfljBdas  such  it  is  his  privilege  as  well  as  his  duty  to 
attain  in  an  eminent  degflKfthose  rich  gifts  which  Christ  received  at  his  as- 
jepsion  for  all  the  devout  #n<!  faithful  servants  of  God. 

In  what  we  have  sfrftl,  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  insisting,  that  a 
minister  may  not  be  ^laboring  man,  as  a farmer,  mechanic,  or  professional 
man,  and  yet  be  a useful  teacher  of  God's  word.  Indeed,  for  many  sections  of 
country  ;uvl  condilj*ns  of  life,  this  is  the  very  best  for  t he  advancement  of  the 
kingdom*  Christ.  ■ And  as  leaders  and  teachers,  they  ought  to  exhibit  the 
strongest  feelings  of  loyn  for  each  other,  and  for  the  church,  that  others  may 
not  be  offended  in  thma^  and  that  all  may  know  the  love  of  God  dwells  in 
them. 

1 hat  they  shall  teacheeach  other  is  plainly  written  in  their  commission.  Thus 
the  learned  and  wise  irybooks,  should  instruct  with  pleasure,  those  having  less 
advantages  of  the  kino,  in  the  best  method  of  interpreting  the  Scriptures,  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  the  New  Testament,  and  such  things  as  are  readily, 
and  only  obtained  from  books,  and  are  hard  to  learn  or  cannot  be  learned 
without  them.A  r 

And  on  the  other  haj^l,  those  ministers  •without  book  learning  are  almost  al- 
ways  wise  \n  the  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  hearts,  feelings  and  wants 
of  the  people, 'their  mgde  of  living, their  customs,  and  the  best  method  of  erad- 
icating whatever  erroi»  may  be  among  them.  Therefore,  it  seems  to  us,  it  is 
their  duty  to  cheerful W;  impart  to  their  brethren  such  knowledge  as  they  from 
seclusion  and  othm-  causes  may  not  possess,  that  by  their  joint  efforts  the  cause 
of  Christ  may  befedvajaced.  In  this  way  his  servants  would  become  “wise  as 
serpents  andharm‘eiss^doves.”  Above  all  a faithful  ministry  will  teach  not 
only  “the  fSrter  but  tf^Mf>irit''  of  the  gospel.  Yea,  let  them  bring  the  glori- 
ous gospel  of  the  Son  c^God  with  inspiring  power  to  hungry  hearts  and  to 
wretched  homes.  * 


Let  them  appreciate  the  august  meaning  of  Christianity,  which  sympathizes 
with  the  agonies  of  a world  confused,  blinded,  skeptical  and  diseased  with  sin 
and  death.  Yea,  ye  ministers  of  the  Baptist  church,  it  is  one  of  the  corner- 
stones of  our  denomination,  that  we  as  a class,  through  you,  put  aside  all  for- 
mality and  verbal  technicality;  and  press  to  the  hearts  of  sinners  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  gospel  of  salvation.  And  when  this  is  faithfully  done 
there  will  be  prosperity  in  Zion  and  sympathy  with  the  spirit  and  cross  of  Christ. 

Who  am  one  you  that  is  terribly  in  earnest  in  reference  to  the  highest  wel- 
fare of  maijSid;  that  has  a glimpse  of  the  sloth  and  sensuality  and  wretched- 
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ness  of  men  ; who  that  beholds  the  white  splendors  and  celestial  beatitudes  to 
which  life  may  be  lifted  by  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  can  for  a moment  think  he 
does  God  service  by  pressing  the  mere  letter  in  such  wise  that  Christ  is  conceal- 
ed, his  kingdom  misunderstood,  and  his  discipleship  derided. 

As  to  the  duty  of  the  church  to  a faithful  ministry,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
speak.  Clearly  the  church  ought  to  pray  for,  them,  protect  them,  and  supply 
them  with  all  needed  temporal  wants.  They  must  have  at  the  hand  of  the 
church,  a competent  living,  and  that  not  only  sufficient  to  sustain  life  from  day 
to  day,  but  to  lift  them  above  poverty,  and  to  guard  against  immediate  want. 

Most  of  them  have  families  to  support,  to  provide  for  and  educate,  and  to 
prevent  them  being  tempted  by  the  obligations  of  these  relations,  to  turn  aside 
from  the  discharge  of  their  whole  duty  , these  wants  ought  to  be  amply  sup- 
plied by  the  church.  And  this  is  one  of  the  prime  obligations  everyone  takes 
upon  himself  when  heenters  the  church. 

Having  receivec^heir  labqr  in  health,  we  should  care  for  them  in  sickness, 
and  their  widows  and  orphans  should  be  the  widows  anchorphans  of  the  church. 

In  conclusion,  God  grant  we  may  all  be  filled  w’Sjfeithe  Holy  Spirit,  and  the 
grace  of  God,  to  discharge  every  duty,  and  at  last  SB  an  abundant  entrance 
into  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  Amen. 


A SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BATES’  FORK  BAPTIST 
CHURCH,  LOCATED  IN  WASHINGTON  TP.,  GREENE  CO. 


This  church  is  the  second  of  the  name  in  said  locality.  The  first  arising 
under  the  labors  rf  Elder  Mathias  Luce  and  othe's,  having  failed  by  death, 
emigration  and  other  causes.  The  present  organization  occurred  on  the  29th 
of  December,  A.  D.,  1S42.  Ministers  in  council  on  the  occasion : Elders 
Isaac  Pettit,  T.  Richards,  Levi  Griffith  and  Wm.  Woods.  ‘Fifty-one  con- 
stituent members  received  by  letter,  and  previously  baptized,  five  of  whom 
remain  members  ; at  which  time  three  deacons  were  chosen  and  set  a part  to 
that  office,  viz:  Thomas  Taylor,  Lewis  Ketchum  and  John  Pettit,  the  latter 
two  of  whom  after  serving  tor  a time  with  acceptance,  removed  and  became 
identified  with  the  Lord’s  service  elsewhere.  The  first  named  remaining 
until  this  time,  assisting  in  preparing  this  history.  Brother  Dennis  lams  was 
chosen  deacon  in  A.  D.,  1863,  and  continues  still  in  that  office.  Brother 
Nathaniel  Parshal  was  recognized  also  as  deacon,  being  received  by  letter, 
and  previously  set  apart;  who  with  the  atoresaid  brethren  continue  to  serve 
the  church.  Brother  John  Pettit,  deacon,  first  chosen  clerk,  succeeded  by 
deacon  Taylor,  present  clerk.  The  following  ministering  brethren  have  in 
the  order  named  served  as  pastors  or  supply:  First,  Eider  Isaac  Pettit.,  for 
two  years,  serving  with  the  abmty  which  the  Lord  gave  him,  wisely  win- 
ning souls  to  Christ,  succeeded  by  Elder  Simeon  Sigfried,  who  also  labored 
two  years  in  word  and  doctrine;  and  though  at  the  time  of  feeble  health  was 
useful  in  adding  to  and  in  loctrin.it  ng  the  church.  December  1817,  Elder  J. 
Pool  was  chosen  pastor,  Elder  Isaac  Pettit  assistant,  which  relation  continu- 
ed one  year.  Elder  Wm.  Ellis  served  as  supply  for  a time  and  Elder  Rich- 
ards called  as  pastor,  served  on®  year.  Church  without  a pastor  from  April 
1851  until  August  1852,  when  brother  Edmonson,  licentiate  was  employed 
as  supply,  until  April  following.  In  1863  Elder  C.  Tilton  became  pastor, 
served  one  year  with  acceptance  and  success;  succeeded  by  the  youthful 
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Elder  S.  Parcel,  though  visiting  but  once  a month  was  esteemed  and  useful 
fur  one  year;  followed  by  Elder  J.  Rossel,  continuing  two  years,  during  which 
time  with  the  Divine  blessing,  souls  were  added,  after  which  Elder  William 
Scott -was  called,  and  served  about  three  years  with  acceptance;  after  whom 
Elder  M.  Tilton  was  called,  continuing  seven  years,  closing  March  1869, 
through  whom  a number  were  added  to  the  church.  At  present  as  his  suc- 
cessor, Elder  J . Rossel  is  again  serving  as  pastor.  During  those  years  and 
successive  laborers  in  the  pastorate,  in  conjunction  with  assistants,  Levi 
Griffeth,  Francis  Downey,  Wm.  Woods,  James  Woods,  and  others,  245  souls 
have  for  a longer  or  shorter  period  had  their  religious  home  with  this  church; 
from  which  65  have  been  dismissed  by  letter,  38  excluded  and  19  deoeased, 
leaving  at  present  113  members.  This  church  have  a portion  of  the  time 
recorded,  enjoyed  public  worship  twice  a month,  at  other  times  once  a month, 
with  occasional  protracted  meeting  service,  in  which,  while  much  good  ap- 
peared, the  net  increase  seemed  never  reliable ; always  occasioning  sorrow 
from  necessary  discipline  and  excision.  But  we  leel,  however,  that  we  are 
not  peculiar  in  this  respect,  remembering  that  when  the  Saviour  preached 
and  Apostels  labored,  there  were  those  that  had  a name  to  live  and  were 
dead,  we  feel  to  toil  on,  looking  to  Him  whose  it  is  to  give  the  increase. 

Not  the  least  important  in  our  history  is  the  erection  of  a new  house  of 
worship,  which  by  majority  vote  of  the  church  changed  its  locality  a short 
distance,  rendering  it  more  central,  but  not  satisfactory  to  the  minority.  A 
number  hitherto  active,  useful  members,  fail  now  to  co-operate  with  the 
church.  May  the  Lord  dispose  all  our  minds  in  harmony  with  His  will,  and 
cause  us  to  live  before  him  to  his  praise,  and  ever  be  as  a city  upon  a hill, 
that  cannot  be  hid.  Amen. 


■o 


Convention  met  Friday,  September  10th,  1869,  2 o’clock,  f.  m.,  at  Bates' 
Fork  Baptist  church. 

Galled  to  order  by  Rev.  C.  Tilton,  former  chairman. 

Prayer  offered  by  Rev.  B.  F.  Burwell. 

Annual  sermon  before  convention  by  Rev.  M.  Tilton,  from  Proverbs  22d 
chapter,  60. 

1.  On  motion,  Rev.  C.  Tilton  re-elected  Chairman,  T.  B.  Johns,  Secretary 
and  N.  Iioge,  Treasurer. 

2.  Committee  of  three  appointed  to  arrange  business  for  Convention. 
Committee  reported  following  topics  for  discussion  on  to-morrow:  1st, 
"Superintenent  at  home  and  in  Sabbath  School;”  2d,  “Teacher  at  home  and 
in  Sabbath  School." 

3.  Reading  of  Circular  Letter  by  J.  C.  Yoders. 

4.  On  motion  circular  letter  ordered  to  be  printed  in  minutesand  that  this 
be  a standing  rule  in  future  conventions. 

5.  On  motion  Rev.  H.  K.  Craig  appointed  to  deliver  next  annual  sermon 
before  convention,  Rev.  B.  F.  Burwell,  alternate;  N.  Hoge  to  write  circular 
letter,  J.  Jackson  Purman,  alternate. 

6.  Following  schools  report  by  letter  to  convention: 

Pigeon*  Creek. — Superintendent,  Joseph  Dague;  Secretary,  M.  Mitchell; 
Teachers,  5 ; Scholars,  27 ; Volumes  in  library,  150;  Verses  committed,  1, 
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Bethlehem. — Seperintendent,  N.  Ketchum;  Secretary,  Miss  M.  E. 
Johns;  Treasurer,  Miss  Elia  Wise;  Teachers,  4;  Scholars,  35;  Volumes  in 
library,  150;  lor  Minutes,  $1. 

Jefferson. — Superintendent,  W.  F.  Smith;  Secretary,  J.  R.  Bell;  Teach- 
ers, 4 ; Scholars,  30;  Volumes  in  library  increased  100;  for  Minutes  50  ct3. 

Enon. — Superintendent,  Jas.  Allum;  Teachers,  5;  Scholars,  40  ; Volumes 
in  library,  150;  Minutes,  50  cts. 

Bates’  Fork. — Superintendent,  N.  Parshall ; Secretary,  J.  H.  Smith ; 
Teachers,  7 ; Scholars,  60 ; Minutes  55  cts. 

Fork  Ridge. — Superintendent,  Thos.  Allen;  Secretary,  Daniel  Price; 
Teachers,  8;  Scholars,  60;  Minutes,  50  cts. 

Fairfield. — Superintendent,  J.  S.  McCollough  ; Secretary,  A.  J.  Gillogly; 
Teachers,  6;  Scholars,  42;  Verses  committed,  698;  Minutes,  56  cts. 

Franklin. — Superintendent,  J.  B.  Johnson;  Assistant,  J.  West;  Teach- 
ers, 4 ; Scholars,  4o;  Volumes  in  library,  175;  Minutes,  60  cts. 

Mt.  Hope. — Sueperintendent,  James  Patterson;  Secretary,  J.  C.  Riley; 
Teachers,  5;  Scholars,  35;  Minutes,  50  cts. 

WaynesbDrg. — Superintendent,  A.  A.  Purman;  Teachers,  4 ; Scholars, 
25;  copies  of  “Young  Reaper"  taken,  20;  Volumes  in  library,  200;  Minutes 
$1. 

Goshen. — Superintendent,  Wm.  Evans;  Secretary,  J.  Emery;  Teachers, 
12;  Scholars,  118 ; Verses  committed,  4,800 ; Minutes,  $1. 

Pursley. — Superintendent,  Rezin  White;  Secretary,  J.  R.  Iioge;  Teachers 
10;  Scholars,  90. 

Beulah.' — Superintendent,  G.  N.  Doman  ; Teachers,  7 ; Scholars,  47  ; Vol- 
umes in  library,  100 ; Verses  committed,  6,929 ; contributed  for  foreign 
missions,  $1  ; Minutes,  50  cts. 

North  Ten  Mile. — Superintendent,  J.  M.  Grey;  Secretary,  Jas.  Meek; 
Teachers,  S;  Scholars,  50;  Volumes  in  library,  400;  Minutes,  75  cts. 

Ryerson’s  Station. — Superintendent,  L.  W.  Baldwin  and  I.  C.  Booher; 
Secretary,  T.  W.  Baldwin  ; Teachers,  6 ; Scholars,  40 ; Volumes  in  libraiy  125 ; 
Verses  committed,  2,898 ; Minutes,  50  cts. 

East  Bethlehem. — Superintendent,  N.  Crumrine  and  N.  Hoge;  Teachers, 
4 ; Scholars,  40 ; Minutes,  50  cts. 

On  motion,  (he  Sabbath  School  Convention  hold  its  next  session  with  Ten 
Mile  Association,  commencing  Friday,  2 o’clock,  p,  M.,  before  2d  Sabbath  in 
Sept.  1870.  " CHAS.  TILTON,  Ch'mn. 

THOS.  B.  JOHNS,  Sec. 


SABBATH  SCHOOL  CIRCULAR  LETTER. 

BY  REV.  J.  °L.  YODERS. 

— — o 

Dear  Brethren  : — We  are  truly  thankful  to  see  so  many  engaged  in  this 
great  work  of  Sabbath  School  training.  There  are  many  that  give  heed  to  the 
instruction  of  inspiration — train  up  a child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when 
he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.  Brethren,  let  us  not  weary  in  this  great 
work  ; let  us  come  Up  to  it  with  renewed  energy  and  zeal,  trusting  in  the 
Lord  for  success.  We  have  much  to  encourage  us,  notwithstanding  we  have 
difficulties  in  the  way — objections  to  meet  and  a great  deal  of  indifference  on 
the  part  of  church  members  not  giving  their  assistance  nor  their  presence. 
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which  we  would  like  to  sae,  in  order  to  increase  the  interest  in  our  Sabbath 
Schools. 

Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  objections  that  are  offered,  and  excuses  made. 
They  are  all  without  any  weight  if  looked  at  properly.  Some  will  say,  “the 
children  will  quarrel,  or  perhaps  rob  orchards  by  the  way,  so  there  is  nothing 
gained.’’  Let  them  use  the  remedy;  let  them  go  with  their  children  and  it 
will  not  be  thus.  Others  say,  “there  is  so  much  pride ; we  cannot  dress  our 
children  as  others  do;”  and  they  keep  their  children  at  home.  There  may  be 
some  truth  in  this,  but  will  we  deprive  our  children  of  this  blessed  privilege 
because  some  may  despise  them  on  account  of  their  plain  dress?  No,  no. — • 
Others  say,  “you  have  not  the  men  at  the  head  of  your  school  that  We  just 
like— there  are  better  men.”  Well,  come  and  assist  in  selecting  better  officers 
and  teachers.  Some  cannot  get  there  in  time.  There,  is  some  unfinished  work 
Saturday  evening— stock  not  changed  or  salted,  gaps  not  laid  up.  This  must 
be  done  on  Sabbath — then  we  will  have  a clean  start  on  Monday  morning. 
Others  get  up  on  Sunday  morning,  “well,  we  would  like  to  go  to  Sunday  school 
to-day,  but  we  feel  so  tired  by  the  week’s  work— we  are  so  stupid.”  Perhaps 
they  feel  their  head  or  back  to  see  if  they  can  feel  a pain;  only  an  excuse  to 
stay  at  home.  Sunday  visiting.  How  many  parents  and  children  are  kept 
from  the  Sabbath  School.  Parents  get  up  Sunday  morning,  “well,  children, 
you  must  stay  at  home  id-day;  it  has  been  so  long  since  we  were  at  uncle 
Jake’s,  or  Jim’s,  or  aunt  Kitty’s,  or  cousin  Kate’s.  They  think  so  hard  of 
us  staying  away  so  long  ; we  will  go  to-day  and  see  them ; you  stay  at  home 
to-day  and  take  care  of  the  things,  and  next  Sunday  you  may  go  over  to 
Jane’s  and  have  a play.”  So  they  go — perhaps  a deacon  and  wife — they 
spend  the  Sabbath  in  talking  over  worldly  matters,  their  farms,  hoises,  cattle, 
sheep,  boys  and  often  politics.  Never  home  religion  or  the  prosperity  of  the 
church.  Perhaps  about  d irk  they  nnke  home.  Thus  parents  and  chil  iren  a:  e 
kept  from  Sabbath  School,  where  they  might  have  instructed  or  been  instruct- 
ed, and  all  made  better  and  wiser.  0,  that  they  were  wise,  would  consider 
and  seethe  evil  of  such  a course,  turn  and  do  good.  Brethren  let  us  not  be 
discouraged ; look  around  and  see  what  this  blessed  institution  has  done  for 
individuals,  families,  communities  and  churches.  Be  grateful  to  God,  who 
has  blessed  this  glorious  work  to  the  salvation  of  many  precious  souls.  Hap- 
py with  Jesus  in  heaven,  they  will  hail  with  joy  their  teachers,  and  bless  God 
for  the  Bible  and  the  Sabbath  School,  for  these  lessons  of  instruction  taught 
them  in  their  youthful  days,  that,  imparted  unto  them  life  and  salvation 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Many  are  on  the  road  to  heaven  who  felt 
their  first  impressions  at  Sunday  School,  who  will  be  happy  with  the  Lord 
forever.  Let  us  continue  in  this  great  work  and  pray  that  God  would  stiil 
bless  the  Sabbath  School  and  leave  the  result  with  Him  who  doeth  all  things 
well,  and  to  His  name  be  all  the  glory.  Amen. 


NOTICE. 

-<xx>- 

The  Ten  Mite  Association  will  hold  Its  next  annual  session  with  the  Fork 
Ridge  Regular  Baptist  Church,  commencing  on  Saturday  preceding  I he  second 
Sabbath  in  September,  1870.  at  11  o’clock,  a.  m.  Annual  sermon  by  Rev.  S.  Ken- 
dall; Alternate,  Rev.  B.  F.  Burwell.  Circular  Letter,  T.  B.  Johns;  Alternate, 
Rev.  C Tilton.  Doctrinal  Sermon,  Rev.  B.  F.  Burwell;  Alternate,  Rev.  C.  Tilton. 
Sab  ath  School  Convention  to  meet  on  Friday  preceding  at  2 o’clock,  p.  M.  In- 
troductory Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  K.  Craig;  Alternate,  B.  F.  Burwell.  Circular  Let- 
ter, X.  Hoge;  Alternate,  J.  Jackson  Piirmsa, 


